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PreSovsky

District
Poprad

Population
2285

Area
31,05 km?

Website
www.obecspiss-
kateplica.sk

Mayor
Radoslav Seliga
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Spisska Teplica

Water That Never Freezes, Life That Thrives

Spisska Teplica lies at the southern edge of the
Popradska kotlina basin, in the tranquil embrace
of nature. The Teplica stream flows through it and
- according to both local residents and historical
records - never freezes even in the harshest
winters. The name of the village derives from
the name of the stream, meaning “warm.” The
cadastral area is home to multiple drinking water
springs, the Spisska Teplica wetlands, forests and
Natura 2000 habitats. The terrain is relatively flat.

The first written record of Spisska Teplica dates
to 1280, where it is referred to as “Toplica”, though
there is evidence of Palaeolithic settlement. In
the Middle Ages, the Cistercian abbey in Spissky
Stiavnik exerted significant economic and spiritual
influence over Spisska Teplica. The Cistercian
legacy is commemorated today by a calvary
located in a quiet grove above the village, a
popular spot for walks and contemplation. At its
entrance stands the Bench with the Most Beautiful
View, offering visitors a unique panorama of the
High Tatras. Spisskd Teplica and the Cistercians is
a book exploring the historical significance of the
Cistercians across Europe and in this region in
particular, as well as their legacy for the present
and future. The calvary, the book, the local
promenade and other outcomes all stem from
the Slovak-Polish cross-border Interreg project
Cistercians under the Tatras - Shared Roots and
a Shared Future of Szaflary and Spisska Teplica.
Part of Spisska Teplica's historical heritage was a
paper mill dating back to 1613, founded by Samuel
Spillenberg of Levoca, which shaped life in the
village for more than two centuries.

The Teplica Promenade is a revitalised park
created using natural materials, featuring black
granite plaques engraved with information
about the village, mounted on wooden slatted
walls. Residents and visitors alike can enjoy new
benches, bike racks, a water feature consisting of
three small fountains and lighting; the paving is
made of eco-friendly, water-permeable materials.
Lawns, areas planted with a meadow mix and
trees enhance the promenade’s aesthetic. The

village's landmark, the Church of the Holy Trinity
from 1838, houses a rare early Gothic statue of the
Madonna of unknown provenance, dating from
approximately the first half of the 14" century.
Also noteworthy is a 17"-century woodcarving
depicting the Last Supper. The baptismal font,
dating from 1896, is made of red marble and is
still in use today. The Chapel of the Immaculate
Heart of the Virgin Mary, the chapel in Predné diely
and wayside crosses further enrich the village's
spiritual character.

In the centre of Spisska Teplica, between the
church and the post office, stands the Museum of
the Village, where visitors can explore the village's
cultural and historical heritage. The museum
hosts creative workshops, lectures, exhibitions,
discussions, seminars and features artistic
depictions - rendered in a variety of techniques
- of the most significant events in the village's
history and the Cistercian legacy. The petroglyphs
depicting historical events on the museum's
facade are a unique artistic feature of the museum.

Thevillage has a well-developed infrastructure: an
elementary school, a kindergarten, a community
centre, a library, sports facilities, a cultural centre,
a fire station, restaurants and accommodation.
Local businesses provide their products and
services not only to local residents but also to the
wider surrounding area.

The Teplica Fair is an unforgettable experience
- a showcase of traditions, crafts, and local
creativity. A cycle path runs through the village,
ideal for discovering the beauty of this unique
place. Spisska Teplica is not only a place with a
rich history, but also a vibrant, modern village that
preserves its identity, fosters community life and
looks to the future. Spisska Teplica is bustling with
activity.
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European Village Renewal Award

The European Village Renewal Award has been
presented by the European Working Group for
Rural Development and Village Renewal (ARGE)
since 199Q0. Its primary aim is to identify significant
and exemplary processes in rural development
and village renewal and to recognise them through
selected projects. In doing so, it considers the initial
conditions, the economic and socio-cultural context
and the specific standards and characteristics of the
country in question. The most important criterion is
that projects and processes align with the Concept
for the Sustainable Development of European
Villages and Communities of the European Working
Community for Rural Development and Village
Renewal, contribute to strengthening the long-term
viability of rural areas and raise their standard of
living.

The competition primarily recognises municipalities
that have risen to meet current challenges through
innovative projects focused on sustainability and
comprehensive development. They involve all
segments of the population in local affairs, thereby
gaining new perspectives and a wider range of ideas.
They emphasise collaboration and therefore actively
utilise local networks as well as regional partnerships.
A key evaluation criterion is the municipality's ability
to leverage its potential and respond flexibly to the
challenges and opportunities arising throughout the
renewal process.

Awards:

* European Village Renewal Award - winner

* Gold Tier - awarded to competitors who tackle
the current challenges of their region through
sustainable, innovative and forward-looking
projects, who have initiated comprehensive, high-
quality development processes

* Silver Tier - awarded to competitors with notable
achievements across multiple areas of community
development, the majority of which have been
evaluated positively

* Bronze Tier - awarded to competitors with
notable achievements in individual areas of
community development

° Special Awards - granted for exceptional,
pioneering projects in specific thematic areas or
for projects of a methodological nature

* Honourable Mention - awarded to competitors

who have not received one of the main awards in
recognition of their participation and effort

Conditions of Participation

Each region may nominate only one village,
rural community (consisting of one or more rural
settlements, villages, hamlets or cadastral units)
or inter-municipal association (consisting of two or
more rural communities), if the total population does
not exceed 20,000.

The primary right to nominate competitors lies with
the authorities responsible for village renewal and
rural development in the respective countries and
regions. Non-governmental organisations and other
bodies may also submit nominations.

Methods and Strategies:

* Residents' own initiatives and cooperation

* Interaction between residents, politicians and
village administration

* Cooperation at municipal and regional levels

* Public-private partnerships and collaboration

* Expert involvement in  conceptualisation,
consultancy, planning and process guidance

* Coherence and integrity

Thematic Areas and Goals:

* Ecology - responsible use of resources in line
with the circular economy, use of renewable
raw materials, production of renewable energy,
environmental protection, promotion of
biodiversity, climate protection and adaptation to
climate change

* Economy -  strengthening  employment
opportunities that benefit the region, as well as
climate-resilient organic farming and forestry,
enhancement of the cultural landscape and
promotion of regional value chains

* Society - creating modern social institutions,
promoting education and lifelong learning,
inclusion, as well as healthcare; enhancing the
public good and ensuring the participation of all
generations, genders, nationalities and minorities
in economic, social and cultural life

* Ensuring sustainable and long-term availability
of public services - in local utilities, mobility and
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communications infrastructure, leveraging the
opportunities offered by digitalisation

* Preservation, renovation and sustainable
revitalisation - of existing buildings as well as
new construction - with a particular emphasis
on quality, resource conservation and the
architectural traditions typical of the region;
preservation, modern development and creation
of the cultural landscape, as well as open, green
and public spaces

* Support - for artistic engagement, sports
activities and high-quality recreational activities;
the preservation, maintenance and further
development of cultural heritage

\

FEUROPAISCHE ARGE
| ANDENTWICKLUNG
DORFERNEUERUNG
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Villages Awarded

in Previous Editions
of the Village of the Year Competition

2023

1¢ place Korna (District Cadca)

Village as a Manager
Velke Ripnany (District Topolcany)

Village as a Partner
Spisske Tomasovce (District Spisska Nova Ves)

Village as a Painting
Rakovo (District Martin)

Village as a Treasury

Cicémany (District Zilina)

Award of the General Partner - COOP Jednota
Slovensko, Consumer Cooperative

Bzince pod Javorinou (District Nové Mesto
nad Vahom)

Award of the Ministry of Environment
of the Slovak Republic
Necpaly (District Martin)

Special Award
of the National Evaluation Commission
Benkovce (District Vranov nad Toplou)

2021

1% place Klastor pod Znievom (District Martin)
2" place Kocurany (District Prievidza)
3 place Sedliska (District Vranov nad Toplou)

Village as a Manager
Lom nad Rimavicou (District Brezno)

Village as a Painting
Blatnica (District Martin)

Village as a Treasury
Sumiac (District Brezno)
Beckov (District Nové Mesto nad Vahom)

Village as a Community
Lucka (District Svidnik)

Village as a Partner
Dlhée Klcovo (District Vranov nad Toplov)

Village as a Host
Pukanec (District Levice)

Village as a Garden
Vinosady (District Pezinok)

Award of the General Partner - COOP Jednota
Slovensko, Consumer Cooperative
Priepasné (District Myjava)

Award of the Ministry of Environment
of the Slovak Republic §
Stiavnicke Bane (District Banska Stiavnica)

Special Award
Buzica (District Kosice-okolie)

2019

1t place Papradno (District Povazska Bystrica)
2 place Svaty Anton (District Banska Stiavnica)
3™ place Raslavice (District Bardejov)

Village as a Manager
Luky (District Puchov)

Village as a Painting
Domanovce (District Levoca)

Village as a Treasury
Beluj (District Banska Stiavnica)
Krivany (District Sabinov)

Village as a Community
Bolesov (District Ilava)

Village as a Partner
TvrdoSovce (District Nove Zamky)
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Village as a Garden
Tvrdosovce (District Novée Zamky)

Award of the General Partner - COOP Jednota
Slovensko, Consumer Cooperative
Pobedim (District Nové Mesto nad Vahom)

Special Award
Jesenske (District Levice)

2017

1%t place Oravska Polhora (District Namestovo)
2" place Zemne (District Nove Zamky)
3 place Blatnica (District Martin)

Village as a Manager
Spisske Tomasovce (District Spisska Nova Ves)

Village as a Painting
Miklusovce (District PreSov)

Village as a Treasury
Hronsek (District Banska Bystrica)
Pohorela (District Brezno)

Village as a Community
Nizna Vola (District Bardejov)

Village as a Partner
Cir¢ (District Stara Lubovna)
Nizny Hrusov (District Vranov nad Toplou)

Village as a Host
Vinné (District Michalovce)

Special Award
Horny Tisovnik (District Detva)

Award of the General Partner - COOP Jednota
Slovensko, Consumer Cooperative
Batovce (District Levice)

I?ublic Internet Vote
Circ (District Stara Lubovna)

2015

1t place Spissky Hrhov (District Levoca)

2" place Bosaca (District Nove Mesto nad Vahom)

3 place Kapusany (District Presov)

Village as a Manager
Muranska Dlha Luka (District Revuca)
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Village as a Treasury
Klatova Nova Ves (District Partizanske)
Lucky (District Ruzomberok)

Village as a Community
Dubrava (District Levoca)

Village as a Partner
Tuchyna (District Ilava)

Village as a Host
Vyhne (District Ziar nad Hronom)

Special Award
Pila (District Pezinok)

Public Internet Vote
Tuchyna (District Ilava)

2013

1%t place Male Dvorniky (District Dunajska Streda)
2" place Spania Dolina (District Banska Bystrica)
3 place Pruskeé (District Ilava)

Village as a Manager
Jablonka (District Myjava)

Village as a Painting
Badan (District Banska Stiavnica)

Village as a Treasury
Sebechleby (District Krupina)

Village as a Community
Pavlovce nad Uhom (District Michalovce)

Village as a Partner
Sarovce (District Levice)

Village as a Host
Blatnica (District Martin)

Village as a Garden
Bosaca (District Nové Mesto nad Vahom)

Special Award
Kechnec (District Kosice-okolie)

Public Internet Vote
Dubnik (District Nové Zamky)
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2011

1% place Oravska Lesna (District Namestovo)
2™ place Pruské (District llava)
3 place Hervartov (District Bardejov)

Village as a Manager
Cigel (District Prievidza)

Village as a Treasury
Helpa (District Brezno)

Village as a Community
Bajany (District Michalovce)
Miklusovce (District PreSov)

Village as a Partner
Jasenica (District Povazska Bystrica)

Village as a Garden
Horny Hricov (District Zilina)

Public Internet Vote
Helpa (District Brezno)

2009

1%t place Dobra Niva (District Zvolen)
2 place Prencov (District Banska Stiavnica)
3 place Mosovce (District Turcianske Teplice)

Village as a Manager
Trencianska Turna (District Trencin)

Village as a Treasury
Mala Trna (District Trebisov)

Village as a Community
Slovenska Lupca (District Banska Bystrica)

Village as a Partner
Malé Dvorniky (District Dunajska Streda)

Award for Care

of Green Spaces and the Environment
Hontianske Moravce (District Krupina)
Korytarky (District Detva)

Special Award
Pruske (District Ilava)

Public Internet Vote
Okolicna na Ostrove (District Komarno)

Special Award
of the Slovak Tourist Board
Mosovce (District Turcianske Teplice)

2007

1 place Liptovska Teplicka (District Poprad)
2" place Oc¢ova (District Zvolen)
3 place Pruske (District Ilava)

Village as a Manager
Strba (District Poprad)

Village as a Treasury
Raslavice (District Bardejov)
Uhrovec (District Banovce nad Bebravou)

Village as a Community
Medzibrod (District Banska Bystrica)
Moravany nad Vahom (District Piestany)

Village as a Partner
Uhrovec (District Banovce nad Bebravou)

Village as a Host
Strba (District Poprad)

Award for Care
of Green Spaces and the Environment
Semerovo (District Nové Zamky)

Special Award
Spissky Hrhov (District Levoca)

Public Internet Vote
Medzibrod (District Banska Bystrica)

2005

1% place Vlachovo (District Rozhava)
2M place Cierny Balog (District Brezno)
3 place Semerovo (District Nové Zamky)

Village as a Manager
Pruske (District Ilava)

Village as a Painting
Cecejovce (District Kosice-okolie)

Village as a Community
Pribelce (District Velky Krtis)

Village as a Partner
Poproc (District Kosice-okolie)
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Village as a Host
Slovensky Grob (District Pezinok)

Award for Care
of Green Spaces and the Environment
Sucha nad Parnou (District Trnava)

Special Award
Zalobin (District Vranov nad Toplou)

2003

Winner
Hrusov (District Velky Krtis)

Village as a Manager
Ostratice (District Partizanske)

Village as a Painting
Nizna Boca (District Liptovsky Mikulas)

Village as a Treasury
Liptovske Sliace (District Ruzomberok)

Village as a Community
Maly Kamenec (District Trebisov)

Village as a Partner
Dvorianky (District Trebisov)

Environmental Care Award
Turcianska Stiavnicka (District Martin)

Human Potential Development Award
Lucka (District Roznava)

Cultural Traditions Development Award
Rejdova (District Roznava)

2001
First edition of the Village of the Year

Winner
Soblahov (District Trencin)

Human Potential Development Award
Brdarka (District Roznava)

Cultural Traditions Development Award
Bukovce (District Stropkov)

Human Potential Development Award
Semerovo (District Nove Zamky)
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Cultural Traditions Development Award
Slovensky Grob (District Pezinok)

Environmental Care Award
Soblahov (District Trencin)
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General Partner:

Organiser:
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